The Institute of Chemistry of Ireland

Recruit a Member Campaign 2006-7

The President and Council of the Institute of Chemistry of Ireland wants to encourage all members to recruit at least one new member over the next year. The strength and influence of the Institute depends on its membership. Currently the Institute does not fully represent chemistry in Ireland because only a small fraction of the pool of qualified chemists in the country are members. One problem is competition from bodies outside Ireland like the RSC and SCI recruiting members in the Republic. However, we need to make a positive case for joining the Institute and getting involved in its activities. We also need to make sure the members get sufficient benefits to make it worthwhile joining and remaining a member. We also need to recruit more members from undergraduate and postgraduate chemistry students.

We are offering a reward system to encourage members to recruit others:

· 5 points for every Associate Member

· 10 points for every non-corporate member (GradICI, TechICI) and 

· 20 points for every corporate member (FICI, MICI, LICI) 

· 100 points for every Company Member

For 100 points the Institute will offer free registration at the next ICI Annual Congress (worth €50) or free registration at the Annual Dinner (worth €50).

There will also be a number of other rewards for lesser points e.g. book tokens, etc. The person gaining the most points above 100 will be offered a weekend away break worth €100.

In order to secure your points you should sign you name as the proposer on the Application Form. Forms and other details can be downloaded by following the links on the Institute website www.instituteofchemistry.org

Those with considerable working experience as chemists in academic, public service or industry can often join directly as Fellows of the Institute. 

The recruiting member should point out or forward the following advantages of membership of the Institute to potential new members.

Benefits of joining the Institute:

1. The Institute is the recognised professional body for chemists in the Republic of Ireland.

2. Membership gives the right to use designatory letters after one’s name (e.g. FICI, MICI, LICI etc., depending on grade) and this professional recognition is considerably cheaper and easier to apply for than RSC membership, for example.

3. Every member receives Irish Chemical News two times a year, a pocket diary and occasional Newsletters.

4. Members participate in activities according to their own special interests: e.g. meetings, conferences, special events or sub-committees.

5. Meetings organised by the Institute offer an opportunity to meet other chemists and share experiences. There are reduced rates for attending the Institute’s Annual Congress and other Institute-sponsored events, including conjoint events with other societies.

6. Postgraduate members have the opportunity to apply for Institute Travel Awards to attend international conferences.

7. The Institute provides a unique forum to network and interact with academic, state and industrial chemists in Ireland.

8. The Institute promotes Chemistry at all levels in Ireland from school competitions to local meetings.

9. Members in a region can participate in Local Section events.

10. Through the Institute’s participation in EuCheMS, the Institute also provides access to a European-wide network of chemists and professional activities, and the opportunity to represent Ireland on EuCheMS Divisions and Working Parties. Membership gives members reduced rates for EuCheMS sponsored events.

11. Membership offers a pathway to the qualification European Chemist (EurChem).

12. Members of the Institute can apply for Affiliate Membership of IUPAC and receive several issues of their journal per year.
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