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Abstract

Antisense Makes Perfect Sense!

by Theo Ryan
As scientists endeavour to further our knowledge and resources with regard to disease treatment, chemistry continues to grow and influence biological treatments and approaches to therapy. This is particularly true in the realm of gene therapy with the emergence of antisense technology.  Classical drug treatments operate by trying to discover and synthesise a structure that will fit into an often-elusive target site in a problematic protein.  Conversely, by going back one step further to the source of the malfunctioning protein, and thereby making use of the highly ordered and well understood nature of our genetic material, DNA, chemists are now becoming a lot more precise with new therapies, such as antisense technology.

The full essay was published in Irish Chemical News, Vol XXI No 1 2005, pp 15–17.

Supplementary Awards 2005

The overall standard of the essays submitted in 2005 was very high and the adjudicators recommended the award of four additional prizes (book tokens) as follows:
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Sarah Brady
John Cleary
Cyrille Rioche

Best Undergrad Entry:
Anita Maria Sheahan
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