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A message from the President  

 

Since the start of the last academic year and imminent start of the next, there have been a number of events 

that the Institute have supported over the last year: the Congress on the Topic of Food Chemistry (DIT), the 

69th Irish Universities Chemistry Colloquium (DCU), along with presentations by Dr Imelda Shanahan 

winner of the 2016 Industrial Chemistry Award and Prof. John Sodeau winner of the Annual Chemistry 

Lecture Series Award (Eva Philbin) 2016. The Institute also sponsored Inorganic Ireland Symposium 2017 

at RCSI in May. 

In addition there has been a presentation by Prof. Henry Curren (NUIG), on receipt of the Boyle Higgins 

Gold Medal Award 2017 and we can look forward to this yearôs Annual Lecture Series (Eva Philbin) Award 

lecture by Prof Donal OôShea from the RCSI this autumn. The 70th Irish Universities Chemistry Research 

Colloquium will be held in Queens University, Belfast in 2018. In addition the Eurachem General Assembly 

2018 will take place in Dublin for the first time since 1997. To mark the occasion Eurachem Ireland in 

conjunction with the Eurachem Education and Training Working Group and the State Laboratory will hold 

an International Scientific Workshop on the topic of Data - Quality, Analysis and Integrity, in Dublin Castle 

on 14th -15th May. of interest to anyone interested in Quality Assurance.  See Advances notice in this Issue. 

I am looking forward to attending the EuCheMS meeting in Rome at the end of September where I will be 

lobbying for the EuCheMS Congress to be held in Dublin in 2022. I would like to wish everyone associated 

with the Institute the best in the coming academic year. Finally I wish to pay tribute to Pat Hobbs for his 

dedication in bring this edition of Irish Chemical News to Press.  
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Editorial 

Summer is over and this Issue of Irish Chemical News comes late. I had intended publishing it in late June 

but sufficient academic articles and papers were not available to publish it at that time. My objective is to 

accumulate a reserve of academic papers so I can announce a definite publication date for each Issue and 

avoid missing a publication date if a blip occurs. I have been working towards this objective throughout the 

year at the numerous chemistry events and especially during the Summer.   

On the positive side this issue is very large, maybe too large. I aim for a smaller more frequent publication. 

In the last few months it has been demonstrated that the chemistry community in Ireland is very active. The 

Institute has hosted, sponsored and supported a great number of them. I start with our Congress on Food 

Chemistry, which covered a wide range of topics mentioned in the report and was a very stimulating and 

interesting. Inorganic Ireland 2017 was a very successful day with great representation from all over Ireland 

including a strong delegation from Queens University Belfast. Queenôs will host next yearôs 70th Irish 

University Chemistry Research Colloquium. In June this yearôs Colloquium was hosted at DCU in its new 

format which was deemed a huge success.  

From the industry side the big event was Irish Lab Awards 2017. I was honoured to be invited to be a judge 

for these awards and the standard of applicants was extremely high. These submissions really highlighted 

the dedicated work and high standards of scientists across the Irish science industry and research institutions. 

Many chemists were there competing amongst the best. I have covered the most chemistry relevant 

presentations in a report but there were other deserving winners as well. Not everyone could win in a 

category but that does not mean their standard was less, but judges have to make the call. I was also called 

on to present some of the winners with their plaques. The winners were announced at the gala awards 

luncheon on the afternoon of Thursday, May 25th at The Ballsbridge Hotel, Dublin, with hundreds of 

industry figures in attendance. This was a splendid affair with great lighting and sound effects. The event 

was hosted by BioPharmaChemical Ireland and Event Strategies who put on a great show.  

From academia we have a paper from Prof Sean Corish on the new elements announced by IUPAC. Trinity 

Chemistry department has a new head. There is a paper on flavours in food and beverages from Teagasc Food 

Research Centre, Moorepark and Member of Sensory Food Network Ireland.  

There is a good paper from a young undergraduategraduate chemist from AIT on UPLC: Validation for 

Assay a sensitive and accurate method of trace analysis. Next there is a set of articles originally published in 

EuCheMS Newsletter on Glyphosate. This is a controversial topic and here we have an informed European 

perspective. There is a short article on the Royal Irish Academy Young Chemist Prize winner, who went on 

to win the prestigious International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry-Solvay International Award for 

Young Chemists, a second time for an Irish chemist.  

The later sections cover an Enterprise report on Ireland champions of EU Research, a report by Carbon Trust on 

the US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement. Finally there are reports from Industry and Business magazine on 

various chemistry relevant topics. 

Great work is being undertaken by chemists in Ireland, whether it is in industry, academia, services, and research 

institutions and I urge individual chemists to get involved with the Institute and consider writing a paper for ICN. 

Publicity for early career chemists through writing papers for ICN can only enhance your reputation amongst 

your peers. 

Finally the closing date is approaching fast at the end of September for nominations for the Instituteôs 

Industrial Chemistry AwardΦ From judging for the Irish Lab Awards I know there is the deserving talent 

out there so get your nominations in. See the conditions published in this Issue. And donôt forget EuCheMS 

Chemistry Congress happens in Liverpool next August so plan to participate and highlight your good work. 

Patrick Hobbs 

Editor 31/8/2017   
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