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A message from the President  

Dear Colleagues, 

May 2018 

As we draw to the end of another academic year, we can look forward to a 

number of  meetings . The ICI Annual Congress will be held in Athlone on 

Thursday 24th May. Further information can be had at 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-

processing-tickets-45434957180.   

 

Then there is the 70th Irish Universities chemistry Research Colloquium, to be 

held in Queens University in Belfast on 21st and 22nd June 

( http://go.qub.ac.uk/IUCRC2018 ).  

 

Later on there is a IUPAC Photochemistry Symposium in UCD from 8th to 13th 

July . www.photoiupac2018.com  

 

Next year is the International year of the Periodic Table and so EuCHEMs  are 

seeking ideas on how to celebrate this occasion. What is the best way to engage 

school children with the concept of a periodic table?.  If you have any 

suggestions, be sure to drop me an email at john.cassidy@dit.ie .  

 

Finally the ICI are progressing with the bid to host the EUCHEMs Congress in 

2022.  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-processing-tickets-45434957180
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-processing-tickets-45434957180
http://go.qub.ac.uk/IUCRC2018
http://www.photoiupac2018.com/
mailto:john.cassidy@dit.ie
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Editorial 
This is the first Issue of ICN in 2018 and is much later than I had planned. This is caused by the nature of receiving 

material which is sporadic and generally arrives late. There is a big change with this first Issue in 2018 which is that 

there are no academic papers. As indicated in the last editorial I had a discussion ongoing with Council about the 

appropriateness of having academic papers within a large Issue of news type reports and general articles. It was 

agreed at our December Council meeting to have a new journal for academic papers which will be called 

Chemistry Ireland. 

I have a target to publish Volume 1, No. 1 & 2 this year provided I get a sufficient number of academic papers. 

Initially it will not be Peer reviewed but in time I hope that with increasing submissions of papers Chemistry Ireland 

will evolve to be a Peer chemistry reviewed journal. I believe the quality and quantity of Chemistry research in 

Ireland justifies publication of an Irish academic chemistry journal. It will depend on support from chemists and 

their institutions. 

This Issue carries reports of several chemistry events. The Institute is very proactive in organising or supporting 

relevant chemistry activity and we have plenty of photos of chemists participating and enjoying these activities. 

A lot is happening this summer with more conferences to attend, especially our own 43rd Congress in AIT , 

Athlone, on Pharmaceutical Manufacturing, the 70th I rish Universities Chemistry Research Colloquium in 

QUB, Belfast. UCD won the bid to hold the 27th Photo IUPAC Conference in July. Eurachem are hosting a 

Scientific Workshop on Data Quality, Analysis and Integrity and their General Assembly in Dublin Castle 

later this month. As professional chemists there is no excuse not to attend some of these events and do some 

networking at the same time. 

The big international chemistry congress this year is the 7th EuCheMS Chemistry Congress in Liverpool, in 

August hosted by our colleagues in the RSC. Our bid to host the 2022 Chemistry Congress will be submitted next 

week. We need a large Irish delegation of chemistry researchers here to attend and participate in this important 

Congress. If you have not yet registered do so now as this will help us will the bid for 2022. See: 

https://www.euchems2018.org  

I appeal to Principal Investigators and Heads of Chemistry Schools to get your teams ready to attend the EUCheMS 

Chemistry Congress in Liverpool and show support for our bid. 

I also appeal to readers and researchers to encourage your colleagues to join the Institute and engage in promoting 

chemistry and if you are not a member to join. Membership forms are available on our website.  

www.chemistryireland.org 

EuCheMS and the Royal Irish Academy have posted calls for prestigious awards and there are notices within this 

issue.  

A young chemist from China Dr. Junsi Wang, working in Ireland the won the RIA  prize for chemistry for her PhD 

thesis which is reported here. UCC had a Memorial Ceremony for Prof McKervey UCC and presented an award to a 

Cork Leaving cert student. The European Medicine Board is moving out to London because of Brexit and re-

assigning the rapporteurs amongst the other EU member countries. 

Comments and Responses are welcome and can be sent to:- 

info@instituteofchemistry.org 

Patrick Hobbs MSc, FICI, CChem, CSci, MRSC. 

Editor  

6/5/2018   

https://www.euchems2018.org/
http://www.chemistryireland.org/
mailto:info@instituteofchemistry.org
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List of Chemistry EventsThis Summer 2018 

 
 

Eurachem Scientific Workshop & General Assembly, May 14-15, 2018, Dublin Castle 

 

ICI 43rd Chemistry Congress, May 24, 2018, AIT, Athlone 

 

70th Irish Universities Chemistry Research Colloquium, June 21-22, QUB, Belfast 

 

27th Photo IUPAC, July 8-13, UCD 

 

7th EUCheMS Chemistry Congress, August 26-30, Liverpool, England 
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 7th EuCheMS Chemistry Congress 

Molecular frontiers &  

global challenges 

ACC LIVERPOOL, UK  

26ï30 August 2018 

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST  

 

 

 About the congress 

With a theme of óMolecular frontiers and global challengesô, the 7th EuCheMS Chemistry Congress 

features five days of scientific and technical sessions, plenary lectures, oral and poster 

communications, keynote speakers and roundtable discussions, as well as exceptional networking 

opportunities, an exhibition and a unique social programme. 

The EuCheMS Chemistry Congresses reflect the outstanding research being done in Europe and around 

the world by bringing together chemists from different countries and professional backgrounds to 

exchange ideas, advance knowledge and discuss key issues for chemistry and society. As such, the 7th 

EuCheMS Chemistry Congress offers you exceptional opportunities to network with chemists from across 

Europe and beyond. 

Registration will open in late 2017, and will be via an online system; full payment is required to 

guarantee your booking. 

http://www.rsc.org/events/euchems2018# 

 

 

http://www.rsc.org/events/euchems2018/register-your-interest/
http://www.rsc.org/events/euchems2018
http://www.rsc.org/


11  

                                                                       IRISH CHEMICAL NEWS ISSUE NO. 1 MAY 2018 

 

Update: There will be seven plenary speakers and six have now been confirmed. These are: 

Paul Alivisatos, University of California, Berkeley, USA 
Frances Arnold, California Institute of Technology (Caltech), USA 
Stefanie Dehnen, Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany 
Christopher Dobson, University of Cambridge, UK 
Ben Feringa, University of Groningen, The Netherlands 
Jin-Quan Yu, The Scripps Research Institute, USA 
The seventh and final plenary speaker will be the winner of the European Chemistry Gold Medal which will be 
announced next year. 

  Theme A: Catalysis ς Graham Hutchings (UK) 
A1: Catalysis at the homo/hetero/bio interface Christophe Copéret (M) Switzerland 
A2: Heterogeneous catalysis Annette Trunschke (F) Germany 
A3: Homogeneous catalysis Carmen Claver (F) Spain 
A4: Biological catalysis Dick Janssen (M) Netherlands 
Theme B: Chemistry in the Life Sciences ς Sara Linse (Sweden) 
B1: Biomolecular assembly processes Tuomas Knowles (M) UK 
B2: Bioimaging, analysis and diagnostics Andrew de Mello (M) Switzerland 
B3: Synthetic biology Greg Challis (M) UK 
B4: Chemical biology and drug discovery Alessio  Ciulli (M) UK 
Theme C: Energy, Environment & Sustainability ς Ib Chorkendorff (Denmark) 
C1: New approaches to clean fuels Beatriz Roldan (F) Germany 
C2: Fuel cells and batteries Ifan Stephens (M) UK 
C3: Solar photovoltaics Annamaria Petrozza (F) Italy 
C4: Sustainable use of resources and green chemistry Eleni Heracleous (F) Greece 
C5: Clean water and air Ester Heath (F) Slovenia 
Theme D: Inorganic Chemistry Advances ς Maria José Calhorda (Portugal) 
D1: Inorganic reaction mechanisms Yann Garcia (M) Belgium 
D2: Bioinorganic chemistry Ricardo Louro (M) Portugal 
D3: Main group chemistry Jean-François Halet (M) France 
D4: Transition metal chemistry Grace Morgan (F) Ireland 
Theme E: Materials, Interfaces & Devices ς Barbara Albert (Germany) 
E1: Materials governed by scale and dimensionality Joao Rocha (M) Portugal 
E2: Un-conventional syntheses of inorganic solids Natalia Dubrovinskaia (F) Germany 
E3: Functional materials and their electronic, magnetic 
and optical properties 

Amparo Fuertes (F) Spain 

E4: Biomaterials Peter Behrens (M) Germany 
E5: Soft control: macromolecules and smart polymers Klaus Müllen (M) Germany 
Theme F: Organic Chemistry Advances ς Josef Michl (Czech Republic) 
F1: Supramolecular and self-assembled materials Paolo Samorí (M) France 
F2: Molecular machines and designed materials Alberto Credi (M) Italy 
F3: Organic synthesis and methodology Christina Moberg (F) Sweden 
F4: Organic reaction mechanisms Jana Roithova (F) Czech Republic 
Theme G: Physical and Analytical Chemistry Advances Piero Baglioni (Italy) 
G1: Photochemistry / photophysics / electrochemistry David Birch (M) UK 
G2: Advances in physical chemistry Marie Paule Pileni (F) France 

G3: Advances in analytical chemistry and methods Jiri Homola (M) Czech Republic 
G4: Computational and theoretical chemistry Chantal Daniel (F) France 
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ICI Boyle Higgins Gold Medal Lecture & Awards 

¢ƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƻȅƭŜ IƛƎƎƛƴǎ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ мфǘƘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ 
College of Surgeons, in the splendid Desmond Lecture Theatre located in their magnificent new building.  
 
Professor John Kelly TCD delivered an outstanding lecture as the recipient of the Boyle Higgins Gold Medal and 
Lecture Award 2018. 
 
An honorary fellowship was also presented posthumously to Dr Philip Ryan RIP - two of his nephews were present 
to receive this Fellowship. 
 
Seven students were also presented with an ICI Second Level Education Award - these students attained the 
highest grade in the leaving certificate chemistry examination in Ireland in 2017. 
 
A wine and finger food reception was enjoyed by all.   
 
There was an excellent attendance at the Boyle Higgins award lecture, the various presentations and of course, 

the reception. 

The President, Professor Cassidy, also took the opportunity to showcase the activities of the ICI - some of which 
are highlighted below. 
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Boyle Higgins Gold Medal Award Prof John Kelly TCD at RCSI April 

19th 2018 

Award Lecture: ó1.4 Giga-seconds Exciting Chemistry- Time and the Photochemistô 

 

Prof John Cassidy (DIT) presents the Boyle Higgins Gold Medal award to Prof John Kelly (TCD) 

             

 John discussing the structure of DNA          John with daughter Moira Kelly at the reception 

       

      Moira  Kelly, John and Prof Conor Long (DCU)              John with Post Doc Fergus Poynton 



14  

                                                                       IRISH CHEMICAL NEWS ISSUE NO. 1 MAY 2018 

Opening Remarks to the Gold medal Award and Lecture 

 

 
 

Prof Declan McCormak, Head, School of Chemical and Pharmaceutical Sciences (DIT) former PhD student of Prof 

John Kelly and Prof Mike Lyons opened the evening with some interesting reminiscences. 

 

 
 

The 7 leaving Cert Chemistry Students engaging with the president of the Institute Prof John Cassidy (DIT) 
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Honorary Fellowship for Dr James Philip Ryan BSc, PhD, CBiol, 

MIBiol, EurProBiol, FIScT, CChem, MRSC, FICI, EurChem. 

 

Awarded Posthumously, April 19th 2018ô 
 

Honorary Secretary of the Institute of Chemistry of Ireland 1982 ï 2017 

 

 
 

Died 14th October 2017.  R.I.P 
 

 

Nephews of (James) Philip Ryan, Rory and Shane MCGuire  

being presented with the Honourary Fellowship  Certificate  

by the President of the Institute Prof John Cassidy (DIT) 
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Institute of Chemistry of Ireland  

ICI Second Level Education Award in Chemistry 2017  

Highest Grades in Chemistry 

 

Ryan James Bell, Oatlands College, Mount Merrion, Dublin 

 

Callum Dempsey, Banagher College, Co Offaly 

 

Eamonn Michael Fennelly, St Kiernans College, Kilkenny 
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     Mark James Fortune, Scoil Na Mbraithre Criostai,              Emily McGill, Abbey Vocational School, Co Donegal 
    Co Thiobraid Arann 

 

          

             Jack Patrick Murphy, Christian Bros School,          5ƛŀǊƳǳƛŘ hΩ5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜ, Ashton Comprehensive School,      

             Charleville, Cork         Cork City 
 

 

Group photo of the 7 winners with president Prof John Cassidy 
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Familiar faces at the Boyle Higgins Lecture 

  

  

 

Proud parents of the students taking photos with Prof John Kelly 
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Networking at the Reception 

  

Prof Frank Hegarty UCD, Dr Noel Fitzpatrick UCD, Joe Rowley (AGB) and Prof Albert Pratt DCU 

  

Prof David McConnell, Prof Mike Lyons TCD and Prof Donall MacDonaill TCD 

 

Dr Emma Coyle, Prof Albert Pratt, Dr Odilla Finlayson, all DCU 
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Dr Danny Kelly, Teagasc, Prof Declan McCormack and Dr Ruth Kelly (nee McBride), Henkel  

                      

           Joe Rowley and Conor Murphy     Dr Eoghan McDarrigle UCD and Dr Marie Walsh LIT 

                            

       Prof Donal OôShea RCSI and Dr Susan Quinn UCD Prof Sylvia Draper TCD and Prof Apryll Stalcup DCU 

 

Dr Zara Molphy and Sinead OôCarroll Andrew Kellett Group, DCU 
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Our Capabilities 

We bring together innovative technologies and application expertise to help scientists 

and clinicians address daunting scientific challenges. 

Product Innovations 

 

 

 

PerkinElmer 

Dublin, Ireland 

C17 The Exchange Calmount Park  

Ballymount  

Dublin 12  

Ireland  

http://www.perkinelmer.com/ie  

P: 1 800 932 886  

P: 1 800 932 884  

http://www.perkinelmer.com/ie
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj3uoSqxuraAhVJKMAKHdO1CAIQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://www.lindinglab.org/external-files/images/pe_logo.png/view&psig=AOvVaw11Uv3ttGhc1Z_hzZsiGW1B&ust=1525471460195635
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43rd Institute of Chemistry of Ireland Congress 

Drug Development, Delivery and Manufacturing 

AIT, Athlone, Thursday 24nd May 2018 

A full day conference consisting of Oral and Poster Presentations. 

Organising Committee: S Reidy, D Faller, C OôDonnell, C Higginbotham, N Morris, B Murphy, E 

McCullagh, C O Donohoe, A O Malley, J Roche, G Stack (AIT).  

AIT are hosting the annual Institute of Chemistry of Ireland (ICI) Congress this May (Thursday 24th). The 

title of the Congress is óDrug Development, Delivery and Manufacturingô 

 

We hope to cover a wide range of topics such as Green Chemistry, Contamination challenges, Challenges 

of Purity, Company Start-up challenges, Commercialisation challenges, Current and future legislation 

issues and The Midlands as a location for Pharmaceutical/Medical Device industry. 

 

We would also like to showcase local industries and current research in AIT to a wider audience. 

 

We hope our audience is a mix of industry and academia, including members of the ICI. 

 

We will also be running a sponsored postgrad research poster competition as part of the Congress and 

would hope to attract postgrads from each of the Institutes /Universities to participate. (Perkin Elmer have 

offered to sponsor this, Leo McGuinness). 

 

We have a number of speakers lined up including local industries, one from a start-up company, a speaker 

from the HPRA, A speaker from IBEC, a speaker from the IDA. We hope to confirm a speaker from the 

UK on applications of MOF (metal-organic frameworks) in energy applications and nanoscale drug 

delivery, some research into Green Chemistry and 3-D printed Pharmaceutical products  

 

You will be able to register for the Congress through the options below: 

(i) Eventbrite:   

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-processing-tickets-

45434957180 

(ii)  through the AIT Website: https://www.ait.ie  

(iii)  directly through sreidy@ait.ie and 090 6471842 

Submission of Poster titles to sreidy@ait.ie   

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-processing-tickets-45434957180
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/institute-of-chemistry-of-ireland-congress-drug-processing-tickets-45434957180
https://www.ait.ie/
mailto:sreidy@ait.ie
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Institute of Chemistry of Ireland as a Co-Owner Benefits 

when you publish in PCCP 

 

Support our Institute by publishing you new research results in the 

prestigious peer reviewed journal. 

Scope 

PCCP (Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics) is an international journal for the publication of 

cutting-edge original work in physical chemistry, chemical physics and biophysical chemistry. To 

be suitable for publication in PCCP, articles must include significant new physical insights; this is 

the prime criterion that referees and the Editors will judge against when evaluating submissions. 

The journal has a broad scope which includes spectroscopy, dynamics, kinetics, statistical 

mechanics, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, catalysis, surface science, quantum mechanics 

and theoretical developments play an important part in the journal. Interdisciplinary research 

areas such as polymers and soft matter, materials, nanoscience, surfaces/interfaces, and 

biophysical chemistry are especially welcomed whenever they include a physico-chemical 

approach. 

PCCP is proud to be a Society journal and is co-owned by 19 national chemical societies. The 

journal is published by the Royal Society of Chemistry on a not-for-profit basis for the benefit of 

the whole scientific community. 

Impact factor: 4.493* 

Publishing frequency: 48 per year 

Indexed in MEDLINE and Web of Science 

http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!recentarticles&adv    

http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!partner-societies
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!recentarticles&adv
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Making the SMART Decision on Laboratory Safety  

 

Thousands of businesses owners, managers and workers are benefiting from using BeSMART.ie. This 

free, easy to use, online risk assessment and safety statement tool has put the management of health and 

safety at everyoneôs fingertips. It was developed by the Health & Safety Authority as part of their óTaking 

Care of Businessô initiative and since its launch in 2011 almost 50,000 have registered or used it to 

generate safety statements and risk assessments and many more have visited the site as a source of health 

and safety information. 

 

By law, safety and health in your workplace must be effectively managed, but avoiding the negative 

consequences of accidents or ill health also makes good business sense because accidents and ill health 

inflict significant costs, often hidden and underestimated.  It is essential that your workplace has a safety 

statement based on up to date risk assessments. 

It may be some time since the risk assessments for your laboratory were prepared or reviewed. Maybe you 

think that the hazards and hazardous activities in your laboratory are few and checking them is common 

sense, but it is vital that they are systematically reviewed and documented.  

Keeping your risk assessments and safety statement up to date will not in itself prevent accidents and ill 

health but it will play a crucial part in reducing their likelihood. Employers, managers and supervisors 

should all ensure that workplace practices reflect the contents of the safety statement and risk assessments. 

These should be reviewed at least annually and updated if there is reason to believe they are no longer 

valid, for example when new equipment or processes are introduced. The risk assessments should also be 

reviewed following investigation of accidents and near misses. The relevant information must be brought 

to the attention of employees and ongoing checking should be carried out to ensure that what has been laid 

out in the safety statement is being adhered to.  

 

Laboratory Hazards 

The good news is that Laboratory is one of the 300 business types available on BeSMART.ie. 

BeSMART.ie allows business owners/managers to prepare risk assessments and safety statements in a 

way that is easy and straightforward. It is easy to use, written in plain English, accessible 24/7 and it is 

completely confidential. Preparation or reviewing of risk assessments is quicker and more 

straightforward using BeSMART.ie because the hard work has already been done for you. All you need 

to do is simply register, select the laboratory business type and answer the questions presented, with 

óYesô or óNoô considering if the measures are in place in your laboratory. You then need to walk around 

your workplace, consult with your employees and make sure all the hazards have been risk assessed. 

After all, you and your employees know your workplace better than anyone else. Once complete, you 

can download, edit and print your document.  

http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.hsa.ie/
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The noteworthy benefits of BeSMART.ie are: 

¶ Easy to navigate and use  

¶ Easily accessible ï available 24/7 at a convenient time and location 

¶ Free of charge 

¶ Confidential - only the user has access to their account 

¶ Uses plain language 

¶ Laboratory is one of the 300+ different business types available  

¶ Provides a framework that can be adapted for your own laboratory 

¶ Support is available to users via telephone or email 

 

When you select the Laboratory business type a range of related hazards will be presented to you. Select 

any hazard and you can see the recommended control measures.  You can print any hazard to use it as a 

hardcopy checklist. 

 

Used correctly BeSMART.ie provides the user with relevant risk assessments, helping to identify if there 

are any shortcomings and an action list can be generated. Using the óManage Your Actionsô function the 

user can choose to assign responsibility for actions to individuals and a time-frame within which it should 

be completed. 

BeSMART.ie reminds users that employees must be consulted when carrying out risk assessments. 

They are the ones doing the work and dealing with the hazards on a daily basis so they will have 

invaluable input, and involving as many managers and employees as possible will encourage them to 

share ownership of the finished assessments. 

It is worth knowing that the risk assessments and safety statement can refer to specific procedures 

contained in other documents in use, e.g. operating instructions, company rules etc. Additional 

information specific to the workplace can also easily be added in to the final document.  

 

A Resource for All 
 

In addition, BeSMART.ie has within its óLearn Moreô tab, a section about and for Safety Representatives 

to signpost them to useful information and resources. It has a wealth of useful information for everyone, 

such as guidance materials, checklists, videos, information sheets and a link to the HSAôs elearning portal. 

At hsalearning.ie there is a range of free courses, including an introductory health and safety course for 

employees. This short course informs learners as to their responsibilities when it comes to health and 

safety, and what actions they can take to keep themselves and their colleagues safe. Managers can set up a 

group for their employees to prompt them to complete the course. Successful completion of each course 

allows learners to download a certificate. While not a formal qualification this certificate can form part of 

an employeesô training record. Like everything on BeSMART.ie, itôs absolutely free! 

 

If you need any assistance support is available from the Health & Safety Authority. Queries on 

BeSMART.ie, chemicals, or any workplace health and safety related matter, should be directed to the 

HSAôs contact centre at 1890 289 389 or visit www.BeSMART.ie or www.hsa.ie.  

 

BeSMART.ie is empowering thousands of businesses owners and managers to take control of day-to-day 

safety management. So what are you waiting for? Make the SMART decision on safety and visit BeSMART.ie 
today! 

  

http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.hsalearning.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
http://www.hsa.ie/
http://www.besmart.ie/
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Launched in 2013, The Irish Laboratory Awards has established itself as the premier event in Ireland for 

benchmarking those that demonstrate excellence, best practice and innovation in Irelandôs laboratories. 

The Irish Laboratory Awards recognise excellence and achievement in the laboratory environment, 

covering management, innovation, collaboration, personnel development and laboratory equipment 

supply. Whether you are a commercial laboratory or research or academic, this is the awards programme 

for you.  

WHO ENTERS THE AWARDS? laboratories and research groups, innovators, lab scientists & lab 

suppliers among others.  

Just making the shortlist for the Irish Laboratory Awards ensures that the scientists involved receive 

national recognition for their achievements. 

The Irish Laboratory Awards are one of many established business recognition programmes brought to 

you by BusinessRiver, Irelandôs leading B2B business information and events provider.  

Sponsors: 

            

             

 

                

        

  Communications Partner            Network solutions arm of Event Strategies 

              Organisers of the Awards Event 

http://www.airproducts.ie/
http://www.biopharmachemireland.ie/Sectors/BPCI/BPCI.nsf/vPages/Home?OpenDocument
http://www.sfi.ie/
http://www.researchstaff.ie/
https://www.crdi.ie/
http://www.amls.ie/
http://www.ista.ie/
http://www.chemistryireland.org/
http://www.amarach.com/
https://www.irishtimes.com/sponsored/business-river
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List of WINNERS Lab Awards 2018 

 

Commercial Laboratory of the Year   Irish Equine Centre 

 

Academic or Research Laboratory of the Year Stanton Laboratory ï APC Microbiome Ireland, Teagasc 

 

Laboratory Team of the Year    Microbiology Laboratory - Tallaght University Hospital 

 

Laboratory Scientist of the Year    Dr. Stepan Kucera - Nokia Bell Labs 

 

Laboratory Staff Member of the Year   Dr. Michael O'Byrne - Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory 

UCD 

 

Young Leader of the Year    Dr. Russell McLaughlin - Trinity College Dublin 

 

Pharmaceutical Laboratory of the Year   Biotechnology TS/MS Laboratory ï Lilly  

 

Chemical Laboratory of the Year   QC Laboratory - Mylan Damastown 

 

Bio Science Laboratory of the Year   Pfizer Grange Castle 

 

Food Laboratory of the Year    Vision I Food Research Laboratory - Teagasc Food Research 

Centre 

 

Agricultural Laboratory of the Year   Irish Equine Centre 

 

Medical Laboratory of the Year    Microbiology Laboratory - Tallaght University Hospital 

 

Healthcare Laboratory of the Year   Stanton Laboratory ï APC Microbiome Ireland, Teagasc 

 

Engineering Laboratory of the Year   Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory - UCD 

 

Veterinary Laboratory of the Year   Irish Equine Centre 

 

Calibration or Testing Laboratory of the Year  Complete Calibration Management Solution - LotusWorks 

 

Research Laboratory of the Year   Systems Biology Ireland 

 

Education Laboratory of the Year   Medical Device Decontamination Laboratory - School of Biological 

Sciences, DIT 

 

Start-up Laboratory of the Year    Think Biosolution 

 

Laboratory Supplier of the Year    BioClin Research Laboratories - Almac Group 

 

Innovation of the Year Award    TUCSS Safety Valve - Class Medical 

 

Collaboration Achievement    Brain Stethoscope Design - Embedded.Systems@UCC, INFANT 

Centre & Tyndall 

 

 

The awards will take place again Next Year so you can enter again or enter for the 

first time  
 

Full details on how to enter are available on the event web page: 

 

http://www.labawards.ie 

mailto:Embedded.Systems@UCC
http://www.labawards.ie/
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Winners 

The winners of the Irish Laboratory Awards 2018 were revealed on Thursday, April 19th at the 

Ballsbridge Hotel, Dublin. 

All the Winners 

 

Irish Equine Centre 

   

Brendan McCloskey, Commercial Manager, Air Products, presents the Commercial Laboratory of 

the Year award to Sarah McNicholas and Prof. Tom Bukley, Irish Equine Centre. 
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Stanton Laboratory 

APC Microbiome Ireland, Teagasc 
 

   

Matt Moran, Director, BioPharmaChem Ireland, presents the Academic or Research Laboratory of the Year award toStanton 

Laboratory team. 

Microbiology Laboratory  

Tallaght University Hospital 

 

   

Lisa Keating, Scientific Programme Manager, Programmes Directorate, Science Foundation Ireland, presents the Laboratory 

Team of the Year award to Microbiology Laboratory, Tallaght University Hospital team. 

Dr. Stepan Kucera 

 Nokia Bell Labs 

   

David Bryant, Segment Programme Manager, Speciality and Medical Gases, Air Products, presents the Laboratory Scientist of 

the Year award to Dr. Stepan Kucera, Nokia Bell Labs. 
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Dr. Michael O'Byrne 

Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory, UCD 

 

   

Mary Dempsey, Senior Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering at NUI Galway, presents the Laboratory Staff Member of the Year 

award to Dr. Michael O'Byrne, Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory, UCD. 

Dr. Russell McLaughlin 

Trinity College Dublin  

 

   

Mary Dempsey, Senior Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering at NUI Galway presents the Young Leader of the Year award to 

Dr. Russell McLaughlin and Trinity College Dublin team. 

Biotechnology TS/MS Laboratory 

Lilly  

 

   
 

Dr. Janice Murtagh, Associate Director Medical Affairs, MSD Human Health presents the Pharmaceutical Laboratory of the 

Year award to Lilly team. 
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QC Laboratory  

Mylan Damastown 

 

     
 

Dr. Janice Murtagh, Associate Director Medical Affairs, MSD Human Health presents the Chemical Laboratory of the Year 

award to Katie Router, QC Laboratory, Mylan Damastown 

 

Pfizer Grange Castle 

 

   
 

David Bryant, Segment Programme Manager, Speciality and Medical Gases, Air Products presents the Bio Science Laboratory 

of the Year award to Pfizer Grange Castle team. 

 

Vision I Food Research Laboratory  

Teagasc Food Research Centre 

 

    
 

Lisa Keating, Scientific Programme Manager, Programmes Directorate, Science Foundation Ireland presents the Food 

Laboratory of the Year award to Vision I Food Research Laboratory - Teagasc Food Research Centre team. 
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Irish Equine Centre 
 

     
 

Lisa Keating, Scientific Programme Manager, Programmes Directorate, Science Foundation Ireland presents the Agricultural 

Laboratory of the Year award to the Sarah McNicholas, Irish Equine Centre. 

 

Microbiology Laboratory  

Tallaght University Hospital 

 

    
 

Dr. Fiona Blighe, Scientific Programme Manager, Science Foundation Ireland, presents the Medical Laboratory of the Year to 

Microbiology Laboratory, Tallaght University Hospital team. 

 

    
 

Dr. Fiona Blighe, Scientific Programme Manager, Science Foundation Ireland, presents the Healthcare Laboratory of the Year 

award to Stanton Laboratory, Teagasc team. 
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Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory UCD 

 

     
 

Lynn Willacy, Community and STEM Ambassador, presents the Engineering Laboratory of the Year award to Vikram Pakrashi, 

Dynamical Systems and Risk Laboratory, UCD. 

 

Irish Equine Centre 

 

    
 

Dr. Janice Murtagh, Associate Director Medical Affairs, MSD Human Health presents the Veterinary Laboratory of the Year 

award to Sarah McNicholas and Prof. Tom Buckley, Irish Equine Centre. 

 

Complete Calibration Management Solution 

LotusWorks 
 

   
 

Dr. Janice Murtagh, Associate Director Medical Affairs, MSD Human Health presents the Calibration or Testing Laboratory 

of the Year award to the Tom McGuinn, LotusWorks. 
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Systems Biology Ireland 
 

    
 

Conor OôBrien, President, Irish Science Teachers Association, presents the Research Laboratory of the Year award to Jens 

Rauch, Systems Biology Ireland. 

 

School of Biological Sciences, DIT 
 

    
 

Conor OôBrien, President, Irish Science Teachers Association, presents the Education Laboratory of the 

Year award to School of Biological Sciences, DIT team. 

 
Think Biosolution 

 

   
 

Conor OôBrien, President, Irish Science Teachers Association, presents the Start-up Laboratory of the Year award to Dr. 

Shourjya Sanyal, Think Biosolution. 
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BioClin Research Laboratories 

Almac Group 

 

    
 

Matt Moran, Director, BioPharmaChem Ireland, presents the Laboratory Supplier of the Year award to Roisin Browne, 

BioClin Research Laboratories - Almac Group. 

 
TUCSS Safety Valve 

Class Medical 

 

   
 

Matt Moran, Director, BioPharmaChem Ireland, presents the Innovation of the Year Award to Rory Mooney, Class Medical. 

 

Brain Stethoscope Design 
Embedded.Systems@UCC, INFANT Centre & Tyndall 

 

   
 

Matt Moran, Director, BioPharmaChem Ireland, presents the Collaboration Achievement award to Emanuel Popovici, 

Embedded.Systems@UCC & Andryi Temko, INFANT Research Centre. 
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 Royal Irish Academy  

Dr Junsi Wang wins Young Chemist Prize 2018 

 

 
This award which is sponsored by Henkel, is granted to the most outstanding Irish Ph.D. thesis in the 

general area of the chemical sciences. 

Each year the winner of the Academyôs Young Chemist Prize, is put forward to compete for the IUPAC-

Solvay prize. As recipient of the Academyôs Young Chemist Prize this year, Dr. Junsi Wang, will be put 

forward to compete to represent Ireland for the 2018 IUPAC-Solvay prize which will be presented to the 

successful recipients at the 2019 IUPAC Congress in Paris. 

Dr. Wang is an accomplished, early career chemist who has made an impactful contribution to her 

research field.  She was awarded the Outstanding Graduate Award for her excellence performance from 

Dalian University of Technology, China. Following this, she moved to Ireland after obtaining a 

competitive Irish Research Council scholarship to carry out her Ph.D. studies in Trinity College Dublin 

under the supervision of Professor Sylvia Draper. 

Dr. Wangôs winning paper entitled "In search of strong light-harvesting and long-lived Ru(II) and Ir(III) 

triplet photosensitisers" focuses on a process called upconversion. This has been shown to improve the 

efficiency of solar cells and to broaden the application of photodynamic therapy in the treatment of certain 

types of cancer. Her research results have made an impactful contribution to this field. 

 

https://www.ria.ie/
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Academy Gold Medals: Call for nominations 

 

In 2018 the Academy will award two Gold Medals: one in the Humanities and one in the Physical and 

Mathematical Sciences. 

The Gold Medals celebrate the achievements of higher education in Ireland and to inspire future generations. The 

awards publicly highlight and acknowledge excellence in higher education in Ireland and the impact of this work 

internationally.   

Eligibility for candidature is restricted to persons usually resident in Ireland who have made a distinguished, 

demonstrable and internationally recognised scholarly contribution to the Humanities or the Physical and 

Mathematical Sciences whilst working in Ireland. Candidates are normally expected to be research active at the 

time of nomination. 

The Academy Gold Medal Nomination Form is available here 

A proposer and seconder are required, at least one of whom is a Member (or Honorary Member) of the Academy 

and/or a current member of one of the Academy Multi-Disciplinary Committees, and/or the head of an institution 

designated under the HEA Act (1971). The nomination form should be supplemented by: 

¶ a supporting statement of not more than one A4 page, outlining the candidateôs scholarly achievements and 

contributions; 

¶ a brief (no more than four pages), up-to-date C; and 

¶ a list (no more than twenty) of the candidateôs most important publications to date, including evidence of current 

research, with an evaluation (no more than two pages) by the proposer and seconder of the five most significant 

publications. 

  

The closing date for the receipt of nominations is Wednesday, 23 May 2018, at 17:00. 

Please download and read the following documents before preparing your application: 

¶ Notes for  nominators 

¶ The Academy Gold Medal in the Humanities 

¶ The Academy Gold Medal in the Physical and Mathematical Sciences 

The Academy Gold Medals are kindly sponsored by the Higher Education Authority 

 

https://form.jotformeu.com/81002722561344
https://www.ria.ie/sites/default/files/notes_for_nominators_2018.pdf
https://www.ria.ie/sites/default/files/humanities.pdf
https://www.ria.ie/sites/default/files/physical_and_math_sicences.pdf
http://hea.ie/
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It is our pleasure to welcome you at the 70th Irish Universities Chemistry Research Colloquium (IUCRC) which will 

take place at the School of Chemistry & Chemical Engineering, Queenôs University Belfast on Thursday 21st and 

Friday 22nd of June 2018. 

As always, the IUCRC will highlight the outstanding research being conducted by the best and brightest of Irelandôs 

young chemists at third level institutions across the island. The schedule will feature a mix of innovative oral, poster 

and flash presentations from graduate students as well as two exciting plenary lectures from internationally renowned 

academics. 

Professor Eva Hevia - University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 

Professor Eric Anslyn - University of Texas at Austin 

Outside the scientific programme, there promises to be a strong social programme along with a conference barbeque 

networking evening and lots more!  

We do hope that many representatives from your institution will attend and look forward to seeing you in June. 

IMPORTANT DATES  

On-line Registration opens: Wednesday 28th March 2018:  

Deadline for submission of abstracts: Friday 27th April 2018 

Registration closes: Friday 25th May 2018 

https://www.strath.ac.uk/staff/heviaevaprof/
http://anslyn.cm.utexas.edu/research/index.html
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Cork Leaving Cert Chemistry Student Honoured at UCC  
 

 

A YOUNG Skibbereen man has been singled out for getting the highest Leaving Cert chemistry result last 

year. David Murphy, Gortnaclohy was honoured at the Cork Schools Science Awards Committeeôs gold 

medal for awardees that undertook the Leaving Certificate in 2016. 

This gold medal awards scheme, in operation for some 50 years, seeks to publicly acknowledge and 

honour students in the city and county who obtained the highest marks in applied mathematics, biology, 

chemistry, mathematics, and physics. 

In addition David was also recognised by the Institute of Chemistry Ireland for obtaining the highest 

Leaving Cert National Chemistry result in 2016. 

 

The medals were presented as part of the SEFS Awards ceremony in Boole 1 at 3.00pm on Friday, 9 

March . David is now in his second year of his degree in Process and Chemical Engineering at UCC. 

  

 

 
 

Prof Jeremy Glennon, David Murphy, Dr. Justin McCarthy, Head of Graduate School, College of Science, 

Engineering and Food Science (SEFS). 

  

David attended St Fachtnaôs High School, Skibbereen, where the Principal was David Barry and his 

chemistry teacher was St Fachtnaôs  

St Fachtnaôs has now amalgamated with Mercy Heights and Rossa College to become Skibbereen 

Community School whose Principal is Anton OôMahony.  


