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A message from the President 

 

Dear Fellows, Members, Graduates and Associates, 

 

May I first of all congratulate and thank Mr Patrick Hobbs, ICI former President, current Council member and the 

editor of the Irish Chemical News for putting together yet another comprehensive and informative ICN issue. In this 

issue, you will find a description of a number of key events which took place over the last few months in Ireland as 

well as some important announcements and some dates for your diary.  

 

May I particularly take this opportunity to draw you attention to the EuChemS Congress taking place in Lisbon in 

August 2020. We have already reached out to our scientific community here in Ireland and we have made a number 

of speaker nominations to the Lisbon Congress International Scientific Committee. I also had the pleasure of meeting 

with the chair of this International Scientific Committee, Professor Luisa deCola, at a recent international conference. 

The Congress in Lisbon promises to be a very exciting one with a broad scientific programme being led by world-

class experts, with a particular focus on crossing the interface between chemistry, biology, material and environmental 

sciences.  As I mentioned in the previous ICN issue, the ICI will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2022 and will mark 

this impressive milestone by hosting the EuChemS Congress here in Dublin. We have already begun our preparations 

in this regard and we will be reaching out to our members to support us in our preparations in due course.  

 

We recently also advertised a number of ICI awards, seeking nominations which will be reviewed by independent 

experts. Specifically, we are requesting nominations for the Boyle Higgins Gold Medal and Lecture Award, the ICI 

Annual Award for Chemistry (Eva Philbin Public Lecture Series), and the ICI Postgraduate Award. The deadline for 

receipt of these nominations is fast approaching - Friday, 13th September 2019. On behalf of Council, may I encourage 

you to nominate your colleagues and PhD students for these highly prestigious ICI awards. Details of these awards 

and the nomination process may be found in this issue. 

 

May I congratulate Ms Adele Gaba, NUIG, the inaugural recipient of the ICI postgraduate award, on her outstanding 

award lecture which she delivered during the 71st Irish Universities Chemistry Research Colloquium, which was 

jointly hosted by TU Dublin and RCSI on the 20th-21st June 2019. Congratulations also to the Colloquium organising 

committee on hosting this highly successful Colloquium, which was much enjoyed by both students and staff. One 

particular highlight of the Colloquium was a round table panel discussion with academic funders and industrial experts. 

Adele also kindly agreed to represent the ICI as its postgraduate ambassador. In this regard, she recently surveyed 

Chemistry postgraduate students to get their feedback on how the ICI can better support them. The ICI Council is 

currently analysing the results from this feedback. 

 

A special congratulations also to Adam Kelly from Skerries Community College, Dublin who represented Ireland at 

the Intel ISEF 2019 in Phoenix, Arizona. Adam claimed the highly prestigious Dudley R. Herschbach SIYSS award 

for his open source solution to simulating quantum computing. Further details regarding this award and Adamôs 

success are to be found in this issue. 

 

May I wish you all continued success. If you wish to provide any feedback, please do not hesitate to contact me by 

email at president@instituteofchemistry.org   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

mailto:president@instituteofchemistry.org
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       Editorial 

 

It has been an active summer for chemistry in Ireland with lots of conferences and events 

with two of them reported in this Issue. Our Annual Congress was held in Maynooth 

University this year with many of our eminent academic presenting very interesting 

lectures on the rapidly developing field molecular sensing and imaging. The event was 

organised by one of our young Council members Robert Elmes from Maynooth University.  

Trinity College organise the Cocker Lecture biannually in honour of Professor Cocker and 

this year a mini symposium was organised to coincide with the Cocker Lecture by 

Professor Isabel Rosas TCD to honour Professors Jacqueline Barton and Peter Dervan 

from the US. Professor Jacqueline Barton, an expert on DNA chemistry, delivered the 

Cocker Lecture this year and was the first female professor to do so. 

Science Foundation Ireland have been very active over the last few months with numerous 

announcements of awards, successes and opportunities and six reports are included here. 

Enterprise Ireland and the IDA are also very active and a number of reports are also 

included. 

This summer TU Dublin & RCSI jointly hosted the 71st Irish Universities Chemistry 

Research Colloquium June 20th/21st 2019 on both campuses and a report will follow in the 

next Issue of Irish Chemical News 

Summer is coming to an end and a new academic year looms ahead. Preparations for the 

European Chemistry Societyôs (EuChemS) biannual chemistry congress (8ECC) are 

progressing well for Lisbon, Portugal in August-September next year and the agenda is 

well now developed. Please watch out for announcements and updates. Now is the time to 

prepare and budget to attend this growing prestigious international conference. By sending 

delegations from Ireland in 2020 it will lay the foundations for strong attendance in Dublin 

in 2022.  

 

Comments and Responses are welcome and can be sent to:-  

info@instituteofchemistry.org 

 

Patrick Hobbs MSc, FICI, CChem, CSci, MRSC.  

Editor 

  

mailto:info@instituteofchemistry.org
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The Institute of Chemistry of Ireland 
is delighted to announce the call for nominations for the following prestigious ICI awards: 

The ICI Boyle Higgins Gold Medal and Lecture Award 2020 
The ICI Annual Award for Chemistry (Eva Philbin Public Lecture Series) 2019 

The ICI Postgraduate Award 2019   
 

Deadline for receipt of nominations: Friday, 13th September, 2019 
 

 
The Boyle Higgins Gold Medal and Lecture Award 2020 

The Boyle Higgins Gold Medal and Lecture Award, instituted in 1985, is an award for research work carried out in chemistry under 

the headings: (a) Pure Chemistry, (b) Applied and Industrial Chemistry or (c) Chemical Education. The award recognizes a chemist 

of any nationality working in Ireland or a chemist who is an Irish citizen working overseas who has made an outstanding and 

internationally recognised research contribution to the advancement of chemistry. A person nominated for this award must be 

a member of the Institute at the time of nomination or upon receipt of the award.  

Nomination process: The nominator shall indicate in writing to the President of the Institute the category which applies to their nominee and 

they shall submit by email one electronic copy which will include a brief statement outlining the reasons for the nomination, together with a CV 

(maximum 3 pages) of the nominee. Nominations will be externally reviewed by two independent referees, who are recognised experts in the 

category and who are not nominators.   

 

The ICI Annual Award for Chemistry (Eva Philbin Public Lecture Series) 2019 

This award is for a practising chemist, who has made a significant contribution to the advancement of chemistry and has 

considerably raised the profile of chemistry through both the excellence of their work and their ability to communicate in an 

effective and lucid manner. The recipient, who may be an Irish or international chemist of repute, will present lectures in three 

locations in Ireland (including Dublin), which will be open to the public. A person nominated for this award must be a member of 

the Institute at the time of nomination or upon receipt of the award.   

Nomination process: The nominator shall send one electronic copy of their nomination by email to the President of the Institute, which will include 

a cover letter providing a brief statement outlining the reasons for the nomination, together with a CV (maximum 3 pages) of the nominee. 

Nominations for this award will be externally reviewed.   

 

The ICI Postgraduate Award 2019  

The nominee must be a registered PhD student in any Chemistry discipline working in an Irish Higher Education Institution. 

They must have demonstrated excellence in research through publications. They must also have demonstrated a commitment to 

supporting and promoting Chemistry within their Institution (e.g. through active participation in public engagement initiatives). A 

person nominated for this award must be a member of the Institute at the time of nomination or upon receipt of the award. 

Nomination Process: The nominator, who must be ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ tƘ5 ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

the President of the Institute, which will include a cover letter providing a brief resume of the reasons for the nomination, together with a CV 

(maximum 2 pages) of the nominee. 

 

ICI website: http://www.chemistryireland.org/ 

Nominations to be sent to the ICI President at: president@instituteofchemistry.org 

http://www.chemistryireland.org/
mailto:president@instituteofchemistry.org
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9th EuChemS European Chemistry Congress 

to be held in Dublin, Ireland, in 2022  

 http://www.euchems.eu 

At the recent meeting of its Executive Council, The European Chemical Society (EuChemS) awarded the 

9th EuChemS European Chemistry Congress to Dublin. This prestigious congress is held every two years 

and brings together the leading researchers and industry partners in all chemistry disciplines from across 

Europe and the wider international arena. 

 

 

  

              Ireland Section 

The organisers expect up to 3,000 delegates from around the globe to attend the event in The Convention 

Centre Dublin, in 2022.  The five-day programme will consist of plenary and parallel lectures, poster 

sessions, symposia, networking events, and an industrial exhibition, and will also be part of a wider 

programme of events in 2022 celebrating the centenary of the Institute of Chemistry of Ireland. 

The European Chemical Society, was official announced at ECC7 in Liverpool, August 2018. Formerly 

(2004ï2018) the European Association for Chemical and Molecular Sciences (EuCheMS) and before 

that (1970ï2004) the Federation of European Chemical Societies (FECS).  

The European Chemical Society (EuChemS) coordinates the work of almost all the European Chemical 

Societies. As an organization, it provides an independent and authoritative voice on all matters relating to 

chemistry, and places chemistry at the heart of policy in Europe. Furthermore, EuChemS seeks to 

develop its members through various activities, workshops and awards. 

Under the new EuChemS the next Congress, ECC8 will be hosted by The Portuguese Chemical 

Society (SPQ), with the support of the Portuguese Electrochemical Society (SPE), invites you to 

attend this must go to series of European chemistry conferences, the 8th EuChemS Chemistry Congress 

(8ECC), to be held in Lisbon, Portugal, from August 30 to September 3, 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

www.chemistryireland.org 

http://www.chemistryireland.org/


11  

                                                                      IRISH CHEMICAL NEWS ISSUE NO.2 SUMMER, 2019 

                     
 

44th Annual Congress 2019 of the 

Institute of Chemistry of Ireland  

Molecular Sensing& Imaging 
 

The 44th Annual Congress of the Institute was held on the 20th May at Maynooth University. Organised by 

Council member Dr Robert Elms, Maynooth University and brought together a group of renowned 

participants, invited speakers and poster presentations. The Congress combined the best of chemistry 

research in Ireland and from abroad covering a broad range of topics relevant to the congress title, opening 

up lines of communication and collaboration around the world. Introductions were made by Dr Jennifer 

McManus, Head of Department, MU, Prof Celine Marmion, President ICI, and Dr Rob Elms, MU. 

      

            Dr Jennifer McManus, Head of Department           Prof Celine Marmion, RCSI 

 

Dr Robert Elms, Maynooth University 
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The first speaker was Prof A P De Silva, QUB and his lecture deliver with characteristic humour and flair 

was titled: 

óFluorescent Sensing and Logic Systemsô  

  

Second speaker was Prof Frances Heaney with a lecture titled: 

óSelective Fluorimetric óTurn-Offô Cu(II) Detection by Two Different Mechanismsô  
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Third speaker was UCDôs Prof Susan Quinn and her lecture was: 

óControllable Assembly of Gold Nanoparticles Leads to Tuneable Plasmon Coupling and SERS Activity 

in the Bulk, and for Single Composite Particlesô 

 

After the coffee break we had Prof Donal OôShea  (RCSI): 

 
óReal-Time Near Infrared Fluorescence Imaging: Research Tools with the Potential for Clinical Useô 
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Following lunch first up was Prof Silvia Giordani , DCU with her lecture: 

 

óCarbon Nano Onions for Imaging and Targeted Deliveryô 
 

 
 

Prof. Dmitri  Papkovsky (University College Cork) 
óPhosphorescent O2 Sensors and Imaging Probes for Biomedical and Life Science Researchô 

 



15  

                                                                      IRISH CHEMICAL NEWS ISSUE NO.2 SUMMER, 2019 

Prof. Thorri  Gunnlaugsson (Trinity College Dublin) 

óLuminescent Supramolecular Architectures as Sensors, Imaging Agents and Molecular Logic Gate 

Mimicsô 

 

 
 

Prof. Tia Keyes (Dublin City University) 

óProbing Lipid Structures in Cells and Model Membranesô 
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Prof. Eric  Anslyn (University of Texas at Austin, USA, and QUB) 

óStudies in Reversible Covalent Bonding: Assembly, Click/Declick, and Auto-Inductionô 

 

 
Following Prof. Eric Anslyn lecture we had the Closing Remarks followed by a reception in the foyer. 
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Before lunch we had five Flash Presentations 

 

 
Dr Adalberto Camisasca 

 

 
Dr Lo kesh Kumar Kumawat Maynooth University 

 

 

Dr Joseph Byrne NUI Galway 
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June Lovitt TCD PhD Student 

 

 

Alesia Ventrella DCU PhD student 
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Poster Prizes sponsored by Lennox 

 

Rob Elmes with Poster Winner Alesia Ventrella, DCU & ICI Treasurer John Keegan 

 

Rob Elmes with Poster Winner Darragh OôConnor, DCU &  ICI Treasurer John Keegan 

Runner Up Poster Winners were: 

     Lokesh Kumar, Maynooth University 

     Emanurle Caoello, TCD  
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Networking Opportunities 
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Rob Elmes research group: from left Lokesh  Kumawat, Rob Elmes, Hua Tong, Kuke Marcgetti 

and Ales Grundzi all at Maynooth University 

Posters  
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This yearôs Sponsors 

 

Alison Mortell and Joseph Mackle 

 

Michael Crean 
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Andrew Baker 

 

Conor Morris and John Dinan 
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Antonio Barbosa  

 

Ken Byrne 
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Brian Grieve  
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Institute of Chemistry of Ireland as a Co-Owner Benefits 

when you publish in PCCP 

 

Support our Institute by publishing your new research results in the 

prestigious peer reviewed journal. 

Scope 

PCCP (Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics) is an international journal for the publication of 

cutting-edge original work in physical chemistry, chemical physics and biophysical chemistry. To 

be suitable for publication in PCCP, articles must include significant new physical insights; this is 

the prime criterion that referees and the Editors will judge against when evaluating submissions. 

The journal has a broad scope which includes spectroscopy, dynamics, kinetics, statistical 

mechanics, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, catalysis, surface science, quantum mechanics 

and theoretical developments play an important part in the journal. Interdisciplinary research 

areas such as polymers and soft matter, materials, nanoscience, surfaces/interfaces, and 

biophysical chemistry are especially welcomed whenever they include a physico-chemical 

approach. 

PCCP is proud to be a Society journal and is co-owned by 19 national chemical societies. The 

journal is published by the Royal Society of Chemistry on a not-for-profit basis for the benefit of 

the whole scientific community. 

Impact factor: 4.493* 

Publishing frequency: 48 per year 

Indexed in MEDLINE and Web of Science 

http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!recentarticles&adv    

http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!partner-societies
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journalissues/cp#!recentarticles&adv
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TCD Mini Symposium in honour of 

Professors Jacqueline Barton and Peter Dervan 

 
 

 

 

Professor Jacqueline Barton, an expert in the chemistry of DNA, visited Trinity recently to deliver the 

Cocker and RSC Centenary Prize Lecture to over 150 students and researchers. She became the first 

female to present the Cocker Lecture in the School of Chemistry. 

https://chemistry.tcd.ie/

